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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, November 6 


When You Lose 
(2 Tim. 2:1-10) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

AST September we had four topics 

around the central theme, “What 
Makes a Winning Team?” We saw that, 
as Christian young people, we have a 
Leader who is not only able to guide 
and direct us as no other one can, but 
we have One who can perfectly un- 
derstand us and supply strength and 
ability under every circumstance, if we 
will give Him the opportunity. We saw 
something of the need of the discipline 
of training, and that winning the game 
of the Christian life requires our will- 
ingness to deny self and to play the 
game in accordance with the rules, 
and to endure hardness as a good sol- 
dier of Jesus Christ. We found that, 
coupled with discipline, must be a real 
desire to win, to run the Christian race 
and serve our Lord, not as “also rans” 
but with the purpose of winning His 
approval and meriting His reward. We 
saw also that a great cheering section 
is watching our progress in the Chris- 


tian life, praying for us, and expecting 
great things of us—our parents, our 
pastor, our Sunday school teachers, our 
counsellor, and our church leaders, and 
even a great company of those who 
have gone on to Glory. 


we 

This week we are to think about 
what we should do when and if defeat 
comes. Now no football team or track 
team worth the name ever counts on 
losing, even when the odds are greatly 
against it. It goes out to win even in 
the face of adverse prospects. But we 
all know that defeat does sometimes 
come to us in life as well as in sports. 
Of one thing we may be absolutely 
sure, Christ will never fail us. He will 
never lead us to defeat. The rules are 
perfect, for they are God-given. If de- 
feat comes, it comes because of some 
failure on our part, some carelessness 
or lack of obedience or lack of trust. 
We have a mighty foe in Satan who is 
more powerful and more cunning than 
we are. God never fixes us up so that 
we cannot sin or be defeated by Satan. 
But He does put at our disposal the 
way to bring about Satan’s defeat. The 
Lord Jesus defeated him at every point, 
and if we have accepted Christ as our 
Saviour, He lives in us (Gal. 2:20; Phil. 
1:21), and if we will yield the control 
of our lives to Him, He can and will 
win the victory for us. 

But it is good to know that if at any 


time, through willfulness or stubborn- 
ness or carelessness, we take the con- 
trol of our lives into our own hands 
again, and go down in defeat and 
failure, all is not lost. We need stay 
defeated only as long as it takes to lift 
our eyes to God, wherever we are, 
and confess our sin and receive His 
forgiveness and cleansing and restora- 
tion. “If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness” (1 John 1:9); “If any man sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is 
the propitiation for our sins: and not 
for ours only, but also for the sins of 
the whole world” (1 John 2:1, 2). 


uae 


Now, let us not wrongly suppose, how- 
ever, that the Christian life is always 
going to be a joyous progression of vic- 
tory and success in everything that we 
undertake. Even such a spiritual giant 
as the Apostle Paul suffered the loss 
of all things for Christ’s sake, was 
persecuted and beaten and eventually 
lost his life because of his faith in 
Christ. Evil men did not spare the 
Lord Jesus, God’s perfect Son, and, as 
His servants, we are not above our 
Master (Matt. 10:24). We may never 
be called upon to suffer as did Paul 
or the Lord Jesus, but we may en- 
counter opposition or disappointment, 


(Continued on page 827) 
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Announcing a winter cruise 1961 
West Indies - South America 


The suNDAy SCHOOL TIMES will sponsor a 
Christian Fellowship winTER CRUISE-TOUR 
on the Canadian Pacific SS EMpREss OF 
ENGLAND leaving New York January 30, 
- 1961. The cruise will be for 17 days and 
include calls at St. Thomas, Fort-de-France, 








throughout. 


La Guaira, Curagao, Cartagena, Cristobal, 
Kingston, and Port-au-Prince. Sight-seeing 
arrangements will be completed for this 
group at the Ports of Call. Mr. Harry J. 
Jaeger, a Director of the Sunday School 
Times will conduct this group. Mr. and 
Mrs. Jaeger will accompany the tour 


Write for itinerary and rates: Sunday 
School Times Co., Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Penna. 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
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Increasing Praise 


In the Book of Psalms there is an increase of praise 
that should mark the life of every Christian. As life itself 
does, the Psalms run the whole gamut of experiences and 
emotions; there we find the darkness of discouragement, 
the anguish of physical and mental suffering, the valley 
of the shadow of death, and the mighty conflict between 
good and evil. The sinfulness of man and the mercy of 
God run all through them. But it is noteworthy that there 
is a progression of praise in the Psalms, and the triumphs 
of holiness over sin, goodness over wickedness, virtue over 
malice, honesty over deceitfulness, and righteousness over 
God is vindicated 


Praise crowds into the Psalms 


all injustice are seen more and more. 
and is victorious at last. 
more and more toward the end of the Book. The last seven 
Psalms all begin with praise, and it increases in each one. 
There is little about the conflict between good and evil, 
much is said about victory, and God’s abundant blessings 
in the natural world and in the life of His people are 
emphasized. Goodness and mercy are prominent; happiness, 
triumph, grace, righteousness, and glory hold a large place. 
His power and wisdom in the world are spoken of, and 
even nature is called on to praise Him (Psas. 147; 148). 
Finally, in the short 150th Psalm—only six verses—the 
word “praise” occurs thirteen times. It would be well if 
we strove to make our own experience parallel the Psalms. 
It is possible, but not necessary, to become more bitter, 


cynical, and sour as we grow older. Our perceptions are 


clearer, we have had more experience of the world, we have 
been disillusioned in many things, and we have not found 
perfection in any person or organization. We know, as 
never before, that “the whole creation groaneth and trav- 
aileth in pain together until now” (Rom. 8:22). Constant 
meditation on these things, and talk about them, certainly 
will not make us more charitable and cheerful, and our 
praise will at least be muffled if not killed. But a sanctified 
will, instructed by Scripture and strengthened by the Spirit, 
can determine on which side our thoughts will lie: toward 
the dark, or toward the light. Isaiah said, with well founded 
faith, speaking to God, “Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth 
in thee” (26:3). The New Testament counterpart of this 
is, “Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
faith” (Heb. 12:2). It is 
possible, sometimes in a moment, sometimes in an hour, 
sometimes in a day, to have our whole attitude changed 
by looking unto Him. We can concentrate on Khrushchev, 


This principle really works! 


and missiles, and atomic submarines, and turmoil in Africa 
and the Far East, and the election in the U.S.A. until our 
thoughts go down and down. But we can be like Nebuchad- 
nezzar who said, “I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes 
unto heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me” 
(Dan. 4:34). If we make this the habit of our life, then 
we shall find ourselves praising God more often. Then, as 
in the Psalms, praise will take precedence over complaint. 





Lesson for November 6 in this issue 





Lesson 6.—Confession and Forgiveness. 

Psalms 32; 51; Luke 11:4; 15:11-32. 
C.E. Topic—When You Lose. 

By deha W. Thane,. Oe. .«.......;.-:..-... : . 814 
Notes on Open Letters: 

Do Heaven and Hell Begin Here on 
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2. The Midnight Cry. 


Paul. 


tance of Christian love as taught by 
the Lord Jesus, and as stressed by 
the Apostle John, the Apostle Peter, and 
The scope of Christian love has 
been seen to include love for God, 
for the Lord Jesus, for fellow Chris- 


T HUS far we have seen the impor- 


2. The Christian’s Duty of Love 


By Arthur Petrie, Th.D. 


Yet Paul goes on to write that hus- 
bands “ought . . . to love their wives 
as their own bodies” (5:28). Then for 
the third time he writes of the hus- 
band’s duty of love to his wife, say- 
ing, “Nevertheless let every one of you 
in particular so love his wife even as 
himself” (v. 33). Christian husbands 
need to review that teaching again 
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The Bible teaching is em- 
Three times in the 


“love” 
In Ephesians 5:25 Paul 
love your wives, 


By Sumner Osborne ................-............. 817 
When He Comes. (Poem.) tians, and for all mankind. 

By W. J. Maynard ............. as eae eels 817 5. The Christian’s duty of love in- 
Dispensationalism Under Fire. cludes the love of husbands toward 

By Charles C. Ryrie, Th.D., Ph.D... 81g their wives. 
The Times Lesson List for 1961 _.__._.... 819 phatic about that. 

compass of a small paragraph the Apos- 

Dr. Charles Boppell Called Home ........... 819 tle Paul exhorts husbands to 
International Uniform Lesson _........ 820-827 their wives. 
European Christian Fellowship Tour __. ge7 Writes, “Husbands, 


Family Worship. By E. M. Wadsworth .... 828 
Cover photo by H. Armstrong Roberts 





even as Christ also loved the church, 
and gave himself for it.” No comment 
is needed on an exhortation like that! 


and again, and to live it out daily. 
In an even stronger statement, Paul 
returns to that subject when writing 
to the Colossian Christians. He writes, 
“Husbands, love your wives, and be 
not bitter against them” (Col. 3:19). 
May all Christian husbands seek to 
excel in the grace of love toward their 
wives. It is a duty, and it should be 
a delight. 





6. Wives also owe the duty of Chris- 
tian love to their husbands. Paul states 
that “young women” are to be taught 
“to love their husbands” (Titus 2:4). 
One would not expect such a statement, 
but it is there! If husbands and wives 
each obeyed the Scriptures on the line 
of mutual love, homes would be happy 
and holy. Let us therefore, in the 
strength of this teaching, so love each 
other, husbands and wives, that others 
may see the power and effect of it! 


7. The Christian’s duty of love in- 
cludes that of parents to their chil- 
dren. Not only does the Apostle Paul 
exhort “the young women” to “love their 
husbands”; he goes on to say that they 
must “love their children” (Titus 2:4). 
Children are very sensitive to love, be- 
sides being responsive to it. They crave 
it. Certainly they need it. It is really 
amazing how little Christian love is 
manifested even by Christian parents 
to their own children. One wonders 
why the Bible needed to say to “young 
women,” .“Love your children.” Is it 
not natural to do it? Evidently there 
is a need for this exhortation, other- 
wise it would not be so written. Fa- 
thers and mothers, are you manifesting 
Christian love toward your children? 
God’s Word says that you must! 


8. Christians owe a duty of love to 
their enemies. Who, having once read 
it, can ever forget the words of Christ 
in Matthew 5:44? “But I say unto you, 
Love your enemies, bless them that 
curse you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them which despite- 
fully use you, and persecute you.” The 
Lord is there teaching a very practical 
love for one’s enemies. He Himself 
was the embodiment of His own teach- 
ing. He was always the example of it. 
He desires His followers to be like 


Him. In fact, this duty of Christian 
love is a mark of -““the sons” (Greek) 
of the Father in Heaven. Such love 


belongs to the mature Christian, for 
the word used by the great teacher, 
Christ, is not “children,” but “sons.” 
If we do not have this Christian love 
for our enemies, we have not reached 
a certain maturity in the Christian life. 
The Lord taught this when He added 
to His exhortation to “love your en- 
emies,” the words, “That ye may be 
the sons of your Father who is in 
heaven” (Matt. 5:45, A.S.V.). The Lord 
implant this love within us! 


9. The Christian’s duty of love must 
include in its scope the love for the 
Book of God, the Bible. Each Chris- 
tian should be able from the heart to 
say in the words of an Old Testament 
believer, “O how love I thy law! it is 
my meditation all the day” (Psa. 119: 
97). The one who said and wrote that 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Behoid, I will allure her, and 
bring her into the wilderness, and 
speak comfortably unto her” (Hos. 
2:14). 
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did not have the completed Bible as 
Christians have today. He loved su- 
premely what he did have. Christians 
today should say and feel it with an 
even deeper affection for the Bible, 
since we have the full revelation of the 
mind and will of God for us now, 
enough for us to have and know during 
our present life here on earth. He 
says it with an exclamation! He is 
delighted to say it; he almost explodes 
in saying it! We should love the Word 
of God, the Bible, “for its holiness”; 
we should love it “for its wisdom”; 
we should love it “for its perfection” 
(Spurgeon). We should love the Bible 
also for its own intrinsic worth. Again 
the writer of this long Psalm, a Psalm 


devoted to the excellencies and perfec-: 


tions of the Word of God, says, “I hate 
vain thoughts: but thy law do I love” 
(Psa. 119: 113). 

A skeptic, traveling through Wales, 
stopped at a cottage and asked for a 
drink of water. A little girl answered 
the door. 

“Oh, yes, sir, I have no doubt Mother 
will give you some milk. Come in.” 

He entered and sat down. The little 
girl resumed her seat and was reading 
her Bible. 

The skeptic said, “Well, my little girl, 
you are getting your task?” 

“No, sir, I am not. I am reading my 
Bible.” 

“Yes,” the skeptic said, “you are get- 
ting your task out of the Bible.” 

“Oh, no!” she replied, “It is no task 
to read the Bible; I love the Bible.” 

“And why do you love the Bible?” 

Her childlike answer was, “I thought 
everybody loved the Bible.” 

The traveler and skeptic was so 
touched with her simple words and 
love for the Bible that he began to 
read the Bible for himself, and instead 
of being an opponent to the things of 
God, became a friend of divine things 
and truth. 

If you say that you love the Word of 
God, the Bible, you will show it by 
making it your daily meditation. The 
writer of Psalm 119 did. 

A Christian of many years ago said: 
“Were I to renew my studies, I would 
take my leave of those accomplished 
trifles—the historians, the orators, the 
poets of antiquity—and devote my at- 
tention to the Scriptures of truth. I 
would sit with much greater assiduity 
[close attention] at my divine Master’s 
feet, and desire to know nothing but 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (James 
Hervey). 

10. The scope of the Christian’s love 
should and will include the house of 
God, the place of Christian assembly, 
the church of meeting. What one be- 
liever said, all should say most heartily, 
“Lord, I have loved the habitation of 
thy house, and the place where thine 
honour dwelleth” (Psa. 26:8). Our 
Lord Jesus Christ is the great example 
of that. Each time one reads the words 
of Luke 4:16, a deeper impression is 
made of the necessity of each Chris- 
tian’s imitating his Master in that re- 
gard. Luke wrote of Jesus, “And he 


came to Nazareth, where he had been 


brought up: and, as his custom was, 
he went into the synagogue on the 
sabbath day, and stood up for to read.” 

Christians should frequent the house 
of God, should attend the services, and 
that out of love for it! We should 
never attend any church primarily to 
hear or honor the preacher, but to 
honor and worship God. 

Lyman Beecher Stowe tells this story 
in the book, “Saints, Sinners, and 
Beechers.” On one occasion Thomas 
K. Beecher substituted for his famous 
brother, Henry Ward Beecher, at Ply- 
mouth Church, Brooklyn. Many, out 
of curiosity, came to see and hear 
Henry Ward Beecher. When Thomas 
K. Beecher appeared in the pulpit, the 
people who came to see and hear Henry 
Ward Beecher started for the doors. 
Thomas K. Beecher raised his hand 
for attention, and said: “All those who 
came here to worship Henry Ward 
Beecher may now withdraw from the 
church: all who came to worship God 
may remain!” 

May we so love the habitation of 
God’s house that we shall not forsake 
“the assembling of ourselves together, 
as the manner of some is,” but exhort 
and comfort one another (in the house 
of God); “and so much the more as 
we see the day approaching” (Heb. 
10: 25). 


(To be continued) 








- Notes on™ 
Open letters 








Do Heaven and Hell Begin 
Here on Earth? 


This morning in church our min- 
ister preached at great length con- 
cerning this: that Heaven and hell 
begin here on earth. I have found 
this entirely different from the way 
I have always believed. Please tell 
me which is right. 

He also spoke of “a new heaven 
and a new earth” (Rev. 21:1), and 
said that this passage of Scripture 
meant that after one accepts Jesus, 
then Heaven is present. I have al- 
ways thought this was a_ prophecy 
of the second coming of Christ. Please 
enlighten me.—A Minnesota Chris- 
tian. 


There is a sense, of course, in which 
a person may be said to have a fore- 
taste of Heaven, or of hell, here on 
earth. An individual who has just ac- 
cepted the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour 
and has had the experience of sins for- 
given and burdens lifted enjoys a fore- 
taste of Heaven. An earnest believer 
who, in his prayer time or in the read- 


(Continued on page 828) 
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2. The Midnight Cry 





A fresh realization that the Lord might come at any time 


would be well to mention an ele- 

ment that was noticed in certain 
passages in the Synoptic Gospels, and 
especially those of a general character 
described in the preceding article. It 
was imminency. The expressions that 
the Lord used indicated that His com- 
ing might be at any time and therefore 
His hearers were to watch and be 
ready. “Watch therefore: for ye know 
not what hour your Lord doth come” 
(Matt. 24:42), and “Let your loins be 
girded about, and your lights burning; 
and ye yourselves like unto men that 
wait for their lord” (Luke 12:35, 36) 
are examples of this and there are 
several others. We shall have occasion 
later on to consider this subject further, 
both as to additional references to im- 
minency in the Epistles and also the 
problem thus raised. 


B ‘routs proceeding further, it 


PASSAGES CENTERING ON CHRIST ALONE 


Then in addition to the three classes 
of passages mentioned in the preceding 
article, it was found that there was 
yet another class that was quite dis- 
tinct from the others, having little or 
nothing to say about signs and seasons, 
the Kingdom, Israel, the Tribulation, 
or even faithfulness and rewards. They 
set Christ and Him alone before the 
heart of the believer as his proper 
hope, the One for whom he was to 
wait. The bright prospect set before 
the heart was that of being caught up to 
meet the Lord in the air, received into 
the heavenly Home and there behold- 
ing His glory as well as sharing it. 
Many Scripture portions dwelt on this 
theme, such as John 14:1-3; 17:24; 1 
Corinthians 11:26; 15:51-57; Ephesians 
5:27; Philippians 3:20; 1 Thessalonians 
1:10; 4:13-18; 2 Thessalonians 2:14; 3: 
5; Revelation 22:17, 20; and others. 


IMMINENCY 


The striking contrast between these 
particular portions and the others, with 
the exception of those of a general 
character, was unmistakable. At the 
time this was being discovered, it was 
also noticed that they, like many of 
the general passages, implied that 
Christ might come at any time, and 
that the Christian’s constant attitude 
and posture should be one of looking 
and waiting for Him. Paul’s expression, 
“we which are alive and remain” in 
1 Thessalonians 4:17, the more it was 
considered, impressed the Christians 
with his momentary expectation of 
Christ’s coming, as did also “to wait 
for his Son,” “we look for the Saviour,” 
and “the Lord direct your hearts into 
: patient waiting for Christ” (1 
Thess. 1:10; Phil. 3:20; 2 Thess. 3:5). 
The same thing was seen in the Bride’s 





October 22, 1960 (Lesson for November 6) 


Those who knew and loved Dr. 
Howard A. Banks, a former Associ- 
ate Editor of The Sunday School 
Times, will remember hearing him 
tell how the truth of the Lord’s 
return and the realization that He 
might return at any time were re- 
sponsible for leading him into a life 
of surrender and victory. May read- 
ers have a similar blessed experience 
as they study the Scripture portions 
set forth in this second article by 
Mr. Osborne in his series of five. 








call to Christ (Rev. 22:17) as well as 
His final promise and her final response 
(Rev. 22:20). 


THE JOY OF BELIEVERS 


It was this precious truth concerning 
Christ’s coming to receive them that 
filled the hearts of believers with such 
joy at the time the truth was being 
recovered, and many were the hymns 
that it inspired of which the following 


- stanza is an example: 


That bright and blessed morn is near 
When He, the Bridegroom, shall appear, 
And call His bride away. 
Her blessing then shall be complete, 
When with her Lord she takes her seat 
In everlasting day. 
In a little book entitled “Early Days,” 
now long out of print, containing a 
collection of letters and _ testimonies 
concerning the leading of the Spirit and 
the blessing of those days of revival, 
it is stated that three great truths were 
prominently set forth at that time: first, 
the perfect acceptance of the believer 








When He Comes 
By W. J. Maynard 
HEN Christ the Lord of Glory 


comes, 
To claim His own, His blood-bought 
ones, 
The heavens will flame with dazzling 
light, 


And earth reflect the wondrous sight. 


His_ shout, 
raise 

Triumphant from their prison graves; 

The living, too, immortal made 

Shall join those ransomed from the 
graves. 


the sleeping saints shall 


Then one united band they rise, 

To meet their Master in the skies; 
Forever now with Him to be, 

In heavenly bliss and purity. 


With Him! What more can heart desire? 
Like Him! Can thought so high aspire? 
Yet in His Word this promise sweet 

Shines out for all in Him complete. 








By SUMNER OSBORNE 


“in Christ” before God; second, the 
presence of the Holy Spirit in the be- 
liever and in the Church to energize 
and direct it; and finally, the Lord’s 
coming for His own as the hope of the 
Church—His Body and His Bride. It 
is little wonder that with these precious 
truths filling their hearts, there was 
fervent desire, both individually and 
collectively, to be here as a chaste 
virgin espoused to the Beloved, true 
to Him while waiting for Him. 


TRUTH ABOUT THE CHURCH 


It is necessary now to consider other 
aspects of truth that were being re- 
covered in order to appreciate better 
the light that the Spirit was giving in 
those days and how He was leading 
many students of the Word. Foremost 
among these was the truth concerning 
the Church as the Body of Christ of 
which He is head. Most of the older 
theologians had taught that the Church 
existed in the Old Testament in the 
economy of Israel and even before that. 
Many Bible students now felt this to 
be a mistaken idea and one that 
hindered the apprehension of much 
precious truth as to what the Church 
is, as well as its proper path, portion, 
and hope. They found in Ephesians 
3:5, 9 that the Church was a mystery 
hid in God and not revealed to the 
Old .Testament prophets, in 1 Corin- 
thians 12:13 that it was formed by the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit, which took 
place on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 
1:5), and that the resulting union of 
believers into one body with Christ as 
head formed one new man wherein is 
no distinction between Jew and Gen- 
tile (Eph. 2:15). 

Many other wonderful things about 
the Church were found in the New 
Testament, such as its being the ful- 
ness of Christ and the habitation of 
God, but space will not permit further 
enlargement on the theme except to 
say that search.as they would through- 
out the Scriptures, they found no such 
order of things anywhere except be- 
tween the Day of Pentecost and the 
Rapture. It was not found in the Old 
Testament nor in the future millen- 
nial Kingdom. Hebrews 12:23 distin- 
guished the Church from Old Testa- 
ment saints and Revelation 19:7 showed 
the Church perfected in Heaven before 
Christ’s glorious appearing. This in it- 
self pointed to the conclusion that the 
Rapture would take place prior to the 
glorious appearing, but we. shall have 
more to say about that later. 


THE MINISTRIES OF THE SPIRIT 


One factor that helped clarify the 
doctrine of the Church was a better 
understanding of the operations of the 
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Holy Spirit in the different dispen- 
sations and a distinguishing between 
His various ministries. It was seen 
that the Spirit had always been pres- 
ent in the world as an omnipresent, 
divine person, regenerating and work- 
ing in the lives of the saints, but that, 
on the Day of Pentecost, He “came” 
in a special way to form the Church 
by the baptism into one body and 
then to indwell it as the habitation of 
God. Then in the special sense in 
which He came He would depart at 
the moment of the Rapture when the 
Church was completed and removed 
to Heaven. The specially formed vessel 
of indwelling being no longer on earth, 
the Spirit who indwelt it would also 
depart, though still being present as 
before Pentecost to effect God’s pur- 
poses on earth. 


Coupled with this was a realization 
of the difference between the Spirit’s 
various ministries and especially those 
of anointing and baptism. The Spirit 
came upon whom He would in Old 
Testament times, was poured out upon 
the waiting believers at Pentecost, and 
would yet be poured out upon all flesh 
at the opening of the millennium. This 
was the anointing and it had to do 
with power for service or any God- 
directed activity. It was of the anoint- 
ing that Peter spoke on the Day of 
Pentecost when he cited Joel’s proph- 
ecy. 


The baptism of the Spirit they saw 
to be something entirely different, 
‘namely, the uniting of individual be- 
lievers into one body and joining them 
to Christ in glory. It took place at 
Pentecost along with the anointing, the 
former being mentioned in Acts 1:5 
and the latter in 1:8, but the Spirit’s 
ministry of baptism was peculiar to the 
present period between Pentecost and 
the Rapture.’ No mention of it could 
be found either in the Scriptures per- 
taining to Old Testament times or in 
those describing the future Kingdom, 
nor could any order of things be found 
such as the baptism of the Spirit pro- 
duces. The Spirit resting upon Moses 
could be put on the seventy elders 
(Num. 11:17), but this was the anoint- 
ing, not the baptism. There was no 
union, no body. Likewise in the future 
millennium, though the Spirit would 
be poured out upon all saints and also 
indwell them individually, still this was 
not the baptism or union with Christ. 


Abundant though millennial blessings 
would be, both temporal and spiritual, 
there was no “one body” on earth. 
Distinction between saved Jews and 
Gentiles would be maintained in con- 
trast to the present order. Heavenly 
position by virtue of union with a 
glorified Christ was in no way true of 
millennial saints. All this they saw 
and it strongly confirmed what they 
were learning about the true character 
of the Church. 


ISRAEL’S FUTURE 


If truth about the Church became 
more clearly understood, so did God’s 


818 (6) 


plan for Israel. The Chosen Nation’s 
covenants had not been abrogated, as 
many theologians taught, and though 
Israel had ruined herself under the 
Law, and, above all, through the re- 
jection of her Messiah, God would yet 
bring His people to their true Day of 
Atonement and into abiding blessing 
under the New Covenant. Abraham 
was a man of faith and, in the sense 
of model or precurser, the father of 
all who believe, but God’s covenant 
with him was unconditional and would 
ultimately be fulfilled literally to his 
seed, bringing them into permanent 
possession of their earthly inheritance. 
In like manner, God’s covenant with 
David, promising the preservation and 
permanence of his throne and house 
forever, would have its realization. This 


in 2 Samuel 7:4-17, re- 
peated in Psalm 89:19-37, assured in 
Jeremiah 33:14-17, announced to Mary 
in Luke 1:32, 33, and seen as brought 


was stated 


to pass in Revelation 11:15. It is al- 
most unbelievable what blindness there 
was, and still is in some circles, to 
think that Israel, though actually only 
temporarily set aside, would have no 
future at all except to be absorbed 
into the Church. But so it was, and 
Israel’s promised blessings were spir- 
itualized so that they could be under- 
stood as fulfilled in the Church. All 
this had to be rejected and the proph- 
ecies concerning Israel accepted in their 
literal meaning, whereas the Church was 
seen as a totally new and _ distinct 
thing. 
(To be continued) 


Dispensationalism Under Fire 


This article reviews the book, “Backgrounds to Dispensationalism,” by 
Clarence B. Bass. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.50.) 


MPROVEMENT may or may not be 

involved in change. The atomic age 
has brought certain changes in the treat- 
ment of cancer and changes in waging 
war. A change of mind may or may not 
result in an improvement. That de- 
pends on what the conclusion is, for it 
is the result of a change, not the fact 
of a change, that is all-important. 

One of the defects of contemporary 
emphasis on intellectualism is the glori- 
fying of changes of position and the 
consequent obscuring of the contents 
and effects of those changes. The fact 
that a man has changed his mind about 
certain doctrines becomes a cause for 
self-glorification or loud cheering by 
the group the new convert has just 
joined. “Cashing in on the new con- 
vert” can be just as much a sin among 
intellectuals as among evangelists. If 
a Conservative turns Liberal, this is 
hailed far and wide—in Liberal circles. 
If a premillennialist embraces amillen- 
nialism, this is news. If a dispensa- 
tionalist rejects dispensationalism, he is 
paraded far and wide. It has become 
the thing to do to rethink one’s position 
and then publicize the change. 

Let no one misunderstand. Intellec- 
tual stagnation is not therefore desir- 
able. The ultimate in all mental 
growth in Biblical truth is conviction. 
Many today have mistakenly equated 
settled conviction with stagnation, and 
change with progress. Rethinking gen- 
erally brings a state of constant flux; 
stagnation will mean failure; but real 
mental growth under the guidance of 
the Spirit will lead to conviction of the 
truth. 

Books proclaiming changes of mind 
are not uncommon. The format is the 
same. The author was reared in some- 
thing old-fashioned. Through independ- 
ent study he has progressed beyond 
this elementary position into a more 
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advanced position involving rejection 
of the former view. In our day that 
“progress” is usually made during the 
author’s doctoral study and research. 
The degree having been granted, the 
thesis then becomes the basis for a 
book and the authority for the accu- 
racy of the views expressed therein. 

Such a book is “Backgrounds to Dis- 
pensationalism,” by Clarence B. Bass. 
The author’s own testimony is as fol- 
lows: 

“I was reared in the dispensational 
system, and the formative years of my 
spiritual development occurred under 
the ministry of a godly pastor who 
taught it, complete with charts. I pro- 
gressed through my entire college and 
seminary career without ever knowing 
that there was a distinction between 
dispensationalism and premillennialism. 
When I began a doctoral program of 
research on J. N. Darby’s doctrine of 
the church I was a confirmed dispen- 
sationalist. ... 


“I have not found the way out of dis- _ 


pensationalism easy, and I sometimes 
wonder if even now I have left it 
completely. The inward struggle to 
orient oneself to the historic faith only, 
intensely involves many _ emotions. 
Moreover, readjusting theological pat- 
terns sometimes leaves one uncomfort- 
able. Even today some of my dearest 
friends are convinced that I have de- 
parted from the evangelical faith.” 
“Backgrounds to Dispensationalism” 
argues that dispensationalism as a sys- 
tem does not antedate the 19th century 
but was formulated by J. N. Darby in 
the midst of controversy and that this 
background is significant in understand- 
ing (and for the author, condemning) 
dispensationalism (p. 7). With this 
thesis the reviewer (and other dispen- 
sationalists) agrees—as a system dis- 
pensationalism was largely formulated 
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by Darby. But with the development 
of the argument and with the author’s 
conclusion (that dispensationalism must 
therefore be rejected) we take excep- 
tion. The development of his thesis in 
this book is built upon and saturated 
with four basic errors. 

The first is the straw-man error. The 
author creates a straw man by saying 
that dispensationalists assert that the 
system is found in post-apostolic times. 
Informed dispensationalists do not claim 
that. All that is maintained is that 
certain features of the dispensational 
system are found in the teaching of the 
early church. A sample of the author’s 
fallacious argument is: Pretribulation- 
alism is not apostolic; pretribulational- 
ism is dispensationalism; therefore dis- 
pensationalism is not apostolic. Such 
a straw man is easy to create. Dis- 
pensationalists do not claim that the 
system was developed in the first cen- 
tury. But neither were a lot of other 
doctrines. Development of any doc- 
trine is to be expected in the history 
of the church. 

This leads to the second fallacy: the 
error of the wrong use of history. Sup- 
pose that dispensationalism is shown 
to be different from what the author 
calls “historic premillennialism” as 
taught by the apostolic fathers (not to 
be confused with the apostles in the 
Scriptures) in their non-canonical writ- 
ings, does that prove dispensationalism 
unscriptural and “historic premillen- 
nialism” to be Biblical? Of course not. 
All it proves is that some people taught 
one thing and others another at various 
times. The author surely knows that 
baptismal regeneration was _ widely 
taught in the early centuries, and yet 
he would not include it in his theologi- 
cal system simply because it is historic. 
Likewise, covenant theology and amil- 
lennialism in their present forms were 
unknown in the early centuries. This 
does not determine whether they are 
right or wrong. After all, the ultimate 
question is not, “Is it historical?” but, 
‘Is it Scriptural?” Bass recognizes this 
and devotes two sentences to it on page 
47. Occasionally elsewhere there are ref- 
erences to Scriptural arguments, but 
the main thrust of the book seeks to 
discredit dispensationalism simply be- 
cause as a system it is of recent origin. 
One would guess that the author’s doc- 
toral thesis on which this book was 
based concerned only Darby’s doctrine 
of the church (with necessary back- 
ground in the life of Darby), for al- 
though the historical data has been 
carefully collected, the use of history 
to try to discredit doctrine falls flat— 
especially in the opening and closing 
chapters. A man’s life may credit or 
discredit his teaching, but it does not 
prove or disprove its accuracy. 

The third fallacy is the use of con- 
clusions that do not follow from the 
facts. This is particularly evident when 
the author discusses Darby and sep- 
aratism. He points out that Darby 
was involved in controversy and then 
concludes: , 

“One need not scrutinize contempo- 
rary evangelical church life too closely 
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to see this principle at work. today. 
Nor does it take more than a casual 
survey of the history of theology since 
Darby’s day to trace the continuity of 
his view of separation to our day” (p. 
99). 

Why does it follow that because 
Darby separated from the established 
church, separationist groups today are 
the result of dispensational teaching? 
And yet this is the implication of Bass. 
Surely he knows that some of the 
groups affiliated with the American 
Council of Christian Churches today are 
not dispensational. Furthermore, he 
must realize that the Reformation was 
a separationist movement (unrelated to 
dispensationalism) and that its leaders 
were involved in controversy not only 
with the Roman Catholic Church but 
also with each other. How then shall 
we judge the Reformation or many of 
our established and recognized denom- 
inations in the light of this statement 
by Bass? 

“Any theological system which causes 
a part of the church to withdraw from 
the larger fellowship in Christ and, by 
isolationism and separatism, to default 
its role, is wrong” (p. 154). 

The fourth error is a wrong principle 
of interpretation. Actually, this is the 
crux of the matter, though Bass has 
not made it so. He apparently accepts 
literalism (as opposed to allegorical in- 
terpretation) as a basic principle, but 
rejects it as a workable principle, par- 
ticularly in eschatology. What to sub- 
stitute for it, however, he is not sure. 
He finds at the moment most satis- 
faction in an amillennialist’s four 
principles for the interpretation of 
prophecy (p. 151). He should face the 
fact that amillennial principles of her- 
meneutics will hardly lead him to 
“historic premillennialism.” Indeed, any- 
thing but plain interpretation will lead 
to inconsistencies. Witness Bass’s own 
statement as to the meaning of the 
blessed hope: 

“I bear testimony, however, that the 
unity of the divine redemptive plan is 
now meaningful to me. The church, as 
the body of Christ providentially re- 
deemed, is the epitome of the whole 
structure of God’s purposes on the 
earth. This is truly the blessed hope” 
(p. 9).. Actually, he seems to approve 
of any hermeneutical principle that 
avoids extremes, even though it in- 
volves inconsistencies. 

“Logically carried out, this principle 
involves the dispensationalist in these 
extremes: all Israel (presumably every 
Israelite) will be saved; the boundaries 
of the land given in the promise to 
Abraham will literally be restored dur- 
ing the millennium; Christ will return 
to a literal theocratic, political king- 
dom on earth with a government pat- 
terned after existing national govern- 
ments, with David as His regent: Christ 
will sit on a physical throne in the 
city of Jerusalem, in the state of Israel; 
the beast, Antichrist, and other persons 
mentioned in Revelation will literally 
appear; a city will actually descend 
from Heaven, in which God will have 
an eternal throne, and from which will 








flow the river of life—all of which are 
inherent in the system of contemporary 
dispensationalism” (pp. 150, 151). At 
least he does recognize that dispen- 
sationalists are consistent. 

This book will undoubtedly be well 
received by others who feel that they 
have been liberated from the yoke of 
dispensationalism. Let anyone who in- 
tends to join this group carefully ex- 
amine the errors involved in this book 
and, above all, the positive teachings 
of the Scriptures. 
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The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1961 


HE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Les- 

son List of the International Uniform 
Lessons for 1961 is now available. Many 
superintendents and teachers have dis- 
covered that a copy of this lesson list 
in the hands of each pupil can be a 
real incentive toward lesson prepara- 
tion at home. It is prepared in a size 
convenient to carry in the pocket or in 
the pocketbook and, when used in the 
regular Sunday school sessions instead 
of lesson leaflets, it may stimulate the 
use of the Bible itself, rather than 
printed excerpts from it. The list is 
also convenient for superintendents to 
hand to substitute teachers as a guide 
for their lesson preparation. 

The 1961 Lesson List shows all the les- 
sons for the year in _ chronological 
order. Over-all lesson titles are given, 
as well as the Scripture references and 
Golden Texts and devotional readings. 
Specific topics for the various Sunday 
school departments are shown, with the 
Scripture reference for each where 
these differ from the over-all Scrip- 
tures. 

If you order a supply now, you will 
insure having your lists ready when- 
ever you have need for them. They 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, $2 a 
dozen, or $16 a hundred, from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5. 


we 


Dr. Charles Boppell Called Home 


N JULY 1, Dr. Charles J. Boppell, 
whose articles and verse have ap- 
peared frequently in THE SuUNDAY 
ScHoo.L TIMEs, died at his home in Seat- 
tle as a result of a severe stroke suf- 
fered on June 17. 

Dr. Boppell was pastor emeritus of 
the West Side Presbyterian Church in 
West Seattle, where he had served from 
1924 to 1942. He had been Moderator of 
the Seattle Presbytery and the Presby- 
terian Synod of Washington. 

Born in Philadelphia, he graduated 
from Washington and Lee University. 
After studies at Yale Divinity School 
and Princeton Theological Seminary, he 
served as a missionary in West Africa. 
Upon his return to the United States, 


(Continued on page 828) 
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THE KING JAMES VERSION 

Psa. 32:1 Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered. 

2 Blessed is the man unto whom the Lorp imputeth not 
iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile. 

3 When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my 
roaring all the day long. 

4 For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my 
moisture is turned into the drought of summer. Selah. 

5 I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have 
I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the 
Lorp; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah. 

6 For this shall everyone that is godly pray unto thee in a 


International Uniform Lesson 





CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 


Psalms 32; 51; Luke 11:4; 15:11-32; printed text, Psalm 32 


Golden Text.—If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.—1 John 1:9 


great waters they shall not come nigh unto him. 

7 Thou art my hiding place; thou shalt preserve me from 
trouble; thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliver- 
ance. Selah. 

8 I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou 
shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye. 

9 Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no 
understanding: whose mouth must be held in with bit and 
bridle, lest they come near unto thee. 

10 Many sorrows shall be to the wicked: but he that 
trusteth in the Lorp, mercy shall compass him about. 

11 Be glad in the Lorp, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout 
for joy, all ye that are upright in heart. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


time when thou mayest be found: surely in the floods of 


International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 
Approach to the Lesson 


HEREIN lay the _ great basic 
W siterence between David and 

Solomon? Certainly it was not 
because of any sinlessness on the part 
of the former and deep sinfulness on 
the part of the latter. Both of these 
great kings sinned, and that griev- 
ously. Nevertheless, it was David only 
who was described as “a man after his 
[God’s] own heart” (1 Sam. 13:14). 
Why was this? Does the answer not 
lie in the fact that while both of them 
sinned, it was David only who repented 
and returned to God. We have read 
in our lesson today the sobbing con- 
fessions of this man. But we will look 
in vain for any penitential tears on 
the part of Solomon. 

Moreover, confession necessitates 
coming. We do not confess by remote 
control. David returned to those out- 
stretched arms, and was swept again 
into their forgiving embrace. The same 
was true of the prodigal son: “He 
arose and came to his father” (Luke 
15:20). Forgiveness and feasting fol- 
lowed. This is God’s fixed method. 
We must first come to Him through 
Christ, acknowledge our guilt and ac- 
cept His genuine pardon. Then we 
should be witnesses for Him to others 
of His pardoning grace. 


Verse by Verse 


Psa. 32:1—“Blessed is he whose 
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is 
covered.” David here joyously cele- 
brates the blessedness, or happiness, 
of the forgiven one. There can be 
little doubt that this Psalm was com- 
posed by him after his great sin (see 
2 Sam. 11; 12). It follows the piercing 
message of Nathan, the prophet, which 
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led to his complete self-judgment. While 
primarily applying to the restoration 
of a sinning saint; it also applies to 
the penitent sinner who turns to Christ. 

Verse 2.—“Blessed is the man unto 
whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, 
and in whose spirit there is no guile.” 
This statement, as well as the one 
preceding it, is quoted in Romans 4: 
7, 8 to support the truth that God im- 
putes righteousness, apart from works, 
to unworthy sinners. 

Notice the terms that are used to 
describe sin: transgression, sin, iniquity. 
Transgression is the deliberate crossing 
of a forbidden boundary; sin is a miss- 
ing of the mark and a wandering off 
the path; iniquity is moral. perversity. 

The nonimputation of iniquity has 
for its corollary the imputation of 
righteousness. This is true blessedness 
for any man! 


Verse 3—“When I kept silence, my 
bones waxed old through my roaring 
all the day long.” He here refers to 
that long period preceding his break- 
down in self-judgment during which 
he refused to make a clean breast of 
his sin. His inner misery was reflected 
in his wasting physical condition. 

Verse 4—‘“For day and night thy 
hand was heavy upon me: my moisture 
is turned into the drought of summer. 
Selah.” During this prolonged period 
of sullen silence David was conscious 
that he was under God’s chastening 
hand. As king, he should have been 
the happiest of men. But actually, 
while his sin remained unjudged, he 
was most miserable. “Selah” means to 
‘pause and consider.’ 


Verse 5—“I acknowledged my sin 
unto thee . . . and thou forgavest the 
iniquity of my sin. Selah.” He rushes 
into the arms of the pardoning God 
sobbing out his confessions. He blames 
no other than himself. He alone is 


guilty. Notice the words, “my sin,” 
“mine iniquity,” “my transgressions.” 
There are no scapegoats, no excuses. 
He plunges the knife of self-judgment 
into his own heart. 


Verse 6—‘“For this shall every one 
that is godly pray unto thee in a time 
when thou mayest be found: surely ... 
the floods . shall not come nigh 
unto him.” This way of forgiveness, 
declares David, is open for all. Today 
God may be found, but the implication 
is that there is coming the time when 
He will not be available. The floods 
of wrath that cannot reach the par- 
doned one will then sweep away the 
guilty. 

Verse 7.—“Thou art my hiding place; 
thou shalt preserve me from trouble; 
thou shalt compass me about with songs 
of deliverance. Selah.” The forgiven 
soul has here found a sanctuary in the 
very God against whom his sin had 
been directed. He had then hidden 
from Him instead of hiding in Him. 
And not only does he have a safe ref- 
uge but he can confidently face the 
future. Troubles may lie ahead, but 
his pardoning God would then be his 
preserving God. This would issue in 
songs of praise. 


Verse 8.—“I will instruct thee and 
teach thee ...I will guide thee with 
mine eye.” Notice the basic sequence 
in these verses. God must first be 
known as the pardoner of sin before 
He can be a refuge and preserver. 
But once this is settled, He delights 
to be instructor and guide. As de- 
pendent children, we need His teach- 
ing and guidance, and He is graciously 
ready to serve in both capacities. What 
tender consideration toward those who 
have so grievously sinned! And He 
would not have us curbed and guided 
by mere external circumstances, but by 
heart intimacy with Himself. Being 
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guided by His eye means not only 
nearness to Him but a constant looking 
to Him for direction. 

Verse 9—“Be ye not as the horse, or 

as the mule .. . whose mouth must be 
held in with bit and bridle...” While 
the horse is often headstrong and the 
mule is contrary, neither of these ani- 
mals will come near its master (see 
AS.V.), unless controlled by a harness. 
God would not have us like them, 
drawn to Him only by the harsh hand 
of circumstances. He would have us 
near Him in the joy of intelligent, 
responsive love. 
Verse 10—“Many sorrows shall be to 
the wicked: but he that trusteth in 
the Lord, mercy shall compass him 
about.” The wicked sow a sorrowful 
harvest that must be eventually reaped 
by them. But the soul that submits 
his will and confides in the Lord will 
reap an abundance of His loving-kind- 
nesses. ‘ 

Verse 11.—“Be glad in the Lord ... 
ye righteous: and shout for joy .. .” 
We have seen that only those who 
have confessed their sin and been for- 
given have received righteousness from 
God. These only can truly rejoice. 
But notice that they are to rejoice in 
Him, not in mere circumstances. They 
rise above such, and exult in the one 
who controls all and makes all things 
to work together for their good. Thus 
the Psalm that begins with groaning 
(vv. 3, 4) concludes with gladness. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The Conviction of sin (Psas. 32:3, 4; 
51:5, 6; Luke 15: 13-17) 

2.The confession of sin (Psas. 32:5; 
51:1-4, 7-12; Luke 11:4; 15: 18-21) 

3. The cleansing of sin and its results 
(Psas. 32:1, 2, 6-11; 51:13-19; Luke 
15: 22-32) 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Today’s lessons spell out God’s way 
of blessing men. Before there can be 
any true conversion there must be first 
conviction of sin and confession to God. 
It has been truly stated that all sin is 
primarily against God, though it is 


Sometimes against others, and _ ulti- 
mately against oneself. This is demon- 
strated in David’s anguished cry, 


“Against thee, thee only, have I sinned” 
(Psa. 51:4). Actually he had trans- 
gressed against Uriah (2 Sam. 11). But 
the primacy of this had been really 
directed against God, for when we 
wrong one of His creatures we wrong 
Him who is creator. 

In order to bring us to this realization 
the Holy One sometimes permits us to 
experience “the drought of summer” 
(Psa. 32:4), or to feed on swine’s food 
in “a far country” (Luke 15:13-16). 
He allows us, like Saul of Tarsus, to 
“kick against the pricks” (Acts 9:5) 
of a condemning conscience, and to 
undergo darkness and soul-anguish. All 
of this is designed to bring us to the 
end of our self-confidence and to the 
acknowledgment of our moral bank- 
Tuptcy. 

When this point is reached then we 
are ready to cry “Father, I have sinned 





Last Week’s Lesson 
5. October 30.—Our Response to God 
Psalm 1; Romans 12 


Next Week’s Lesson 


7. November 13.—Our Experience of 
NI cas cccsccunneontamntenass Psalms 116; 117; 118 








against heaven, and before thee” (Luke 
15:18). 


Topics for Development 


True Repentance: What Is It? It is 
important that we clearly distinguish 
between the cause and the consequences 
of sin. These are frequently con- 
founded today. Our jails are filled with 
inmates who sincerely regret the con- 
sequences of their crimes—especially 
that element of the crime that has re- 
sulted in their imprisonment—but have 
little sense of genuine self-condemna- 
tion. They are sorry, not that they 
themselves were alone responsible for 
the crime, but that they were caught! 
Thus remorse is confused with repent- 
ance. 

Esau wept bitterly over the lost 
blessing and “sought it carefully with 
tears” (Heb. 12:16, 17). But he never 
wept over the folly of his bartering 
away his birthright for one morsel of 
meat. He regretted only the conse- 
quences of his bad bargain. 

On the other hand, the prodigal’s 
self-judgment went to the root-cause of 
the whole trouble: himself. “I have 
sinned against heaven, and before thee” 
(Luke 15:18), he sobbed as he returned 
to his father. 

Sin ‘is such a serious offense that if 
we do not judge it God will have to do 
so. But if we honestly judge our 
depravity, then pardon and cleansing fol- 
low. The deep penitence of the Thirty- 
second and Fifty-first Psalms perfectly 
illustrates genuine self-judgment. 

There is a crying need today for a 
re-emphasis of this note in our modern 
evangelism. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


HEREIN lay the basic difference 
between David and Solomon? 

2. What other two words does David 
use to describe his sin? 

3. What always precedes confession 
of sin? 

4. To whom primarily should con- 
fession be made? 

5. Should sin ever be confessed to 
anyone else? 

6. Does true repentance concern the 
cause or the consequence of sin? 

7. What two Bible characters illus- 
trate both of these? 

8. How can God righteously forgive 
our guilt? 

9. What does “bit and bridle” (Psa. 
32:9) suggest in connection with the 
Lord’s guidance? 

10. How does the Lord love to guide 
His children? 


(Answers on page 826) 
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Practical Applications 


One of the petitions of the so-called 
Lord’s Prayer is that we be forgiven 
by God inasmuch as we forgive every- 
one who has sinned against us (Luke 
11:4). It is well to remember that 
this great prayer was given by our 
Lord to men who were already His 
disciples, and, hence, were among those 
who had received remission of sins. 
In view of this fact, the forgiveness 
pleaded here can scarcely refer to 
eternal forgiveness from the penalty 
of sin and the matter of relationship. 
Rather, it concerns the matter of pres- 
ent fellowship. Because “God for 
Christ’s sake hath forgiven” us (Eph. 
4:32), we should forgive others. 

If we are not forgiving, then we are 
not in fellowship with God, and may 
not expect His smile. 

If He has pardoned me on the vertical 
level, then I should certainly pardon 
others on the horizontal. And if I do 
so, then I may count on the Lord’s 
showing the same grace toward me. 

In this connection James has a prac- 
tical word for us all. “Confess your 
faults [sins, A.S.V.], one to another,” 
he exhorts, “and pray one for another, 
that ye may be healed” (5:16). While 
this provides no basis whatever for 
the Roman doctrine of auricular con- 
fession, it does, nevertheless, urge upon 
us a practical and brotherly honesty 
that, if carried out, would go a very 
long way toward healing the disgrace- 
ful breaches that exist among so many 
of the saints today. 

Who among us does not have sins 
to confess on the manward level? How 
many of us should make certain apolo- 
gies to our fellow Christians? And is 
it not true that existing estrangements 
will continue until there is such an 
honest facing up to these things? 

And such confessions should be specfic 
and not veiled in _ generalities. If 
we have told a lie to someone, we 
should confess that lie. If we have 
lost our temper, we should confess our 
hot words. If we have been connected 
with some shady business deal, then 
we should seek forgiveness for that 
very thing. All this ‘is hard on our 
natural pride and will be stoutly re- 
sisted by our fallen wills, perhaps, but 
will issue in lasting blessing. Only this 
will bring spiritual healing, revival, and 
answers to our prayers. 


Golden Text 

1 John 1:9—“If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” 

A little girl who has been dressed up 
in preparation for an outing falls into 
a mud puddle, and ruins her clean 
white dress. That girl now needs two 
things: forgiveness and cleansing. 

This is exactly what the disobedient 
believer needs—restoration of soul and 
a clean dress, as it were! God is both 
faithful and righteous to grant this be- 
cause of the work of the Lord Jesus 
on the cross. And both are ours if we 
honestly confess our sins to Him. 


West PaLm BEACH, FLA. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 


“Dear Lord and Father of Mankind” 
“JT Was Sinking Deep in Sin” 
“Jesus, Lover of My Soul’ 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Al- 
mighty and all-merciful Father, Thou 
knowest us altogether, and we can hide 
nothing from Thee. In Thy sight we 
are sinners, but acknowledging our sins 
and trusting in the sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ, we believe in Thy pardoning 
mercy. Free us from our sins of self- 
indulgence, falsity or deceit, sins of 
thought and attitude, sins of word and 
conduct, all our failure to love others 
as ourselves and to love Thee most of 
all. Bless Thy Word to us all here 
today and send out Thy light and 
truth to all people. Make ours a land 
where the truths of Thy Word dwell 
in the hearts of the people, bringing 
forth a harvest of good. We pray for 
our rulers and all world statesmen that 
honor and wisdom may dwell in them 
and the people of the world be well 
and wisely governed. We pray Thy 
special mercies to the sick and all in 
trouble, also for those far from Thee in 
sin, that they may repent and receive 
the Saviour. Let the great prayer, 
“Thy kingdom come,” find its full an- 
swer first in us and then in all the 
earth, for Christ’s sake and _ glory. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Did you notice the 
contrast in verses 4 and 7 in our Psalm 
today? (Psa. 32.) David says in verse 
4, “Day and night thy hand was heavy 
upon me.” He was oppressed by the 
presence of God speaking to him 
through a guilty conscience. But in 
verse 7 he says to God, “Thou art my 
hiding place.” He feels sheltered, not 
oppressed by God’s presence. What 
made the difference? 

In verse 4 we see David unforgiven, 
trying to conceal his sin. His out- 
raged conscience gives him no peace. 





CONFESSION 


GOD OUR 


God’s hand is heavy upon him. But 
he gives in to that pressure, opens up 
and confesses to God the wrong he 
had done and God forgives him. At 
once the pressure was lifted and re- 
lease came. Now he could look to 
God for help instead of recoiling from 
Him. He could face a critical world 
because his soul had a refuge in God. 
Honest confession had turned God his 
judge into God his refuge. 

While we excuse our sin and try to 
conceal it, refusing to face it honestly 
and confess it humbly to God, we feel 


TURNS 
INTO 


JUDGE 
REFUGE 
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under His displeasure. But, like David, 
we can say to God, “I have sinned,” 
and truly repenting be forgiven. Then 
God, instead of being a judge from whom 
we would flee, becomes a refuge to 
whom we flee. Our sin may have made 
life hard, but we can face it with God 
now, praying: 
Other refuge have I none; 
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee; 


Leave, ah, leave me not alone; 
Still support and comfort me. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom. M. Olson 


“Blessed is he whose transgression is 
forgiven .’ (Psa. 32:1).—Judging 
from Romans 4:7, 8, we conclude that 
this Psalm was a favorite of the “chief” 
of sinners—Saul of Tarsus. 

If every sinning person who reads or 
hears the words of the first two verses 
of this Psalm were to believe and 
treasure them—as Saul did, even after 
he became the Apostle Paul—there 
would be many, many more happy 
persons in the world than there are at 
present! 


“.. whose sin is covered” (Psa. 32: 
1)—The blood of animal sacrifices 
could never take away sins (Heb. 10: 
4), although it could cover them. But 
the precious blood of Christ is so ef- 
ficacious that it actually cleanses from 
all sin, instead of simply covering it. 

Believers today can sing’ with 
Horatius Bonar: 


No blood, no altar now, 
The sacrifice is o’er! 
No flame, no smoke ascends on high, 
The lamb is slain no more. 
But richer blood has flow’d from nobler veins, 
To purge the soul from guilt, and cleanse the 
reddest stains. 


“Blessed is the man unto whom the 
Lord imputeth not iniquity ...” (Psa. 
32:2) —When Augustine lay dying, he 
requested that a placard be made on 
which this Psalm would be written in 
large letters at the foot of his bed, so 
that he might feast his eyes upon its 
message; and like thousands more, pass 
into eternity resting his soul upon its 
truth. 

I like the way this verse is rendered 
in the Amplified New Testament: 
“Blessed and happy and to be envied 
is the person of whose sin the Lord 
will take no account nor reckon it 
against him” (Rom. 4:8). 

The blessednesses of the opening 
verses of this Psalm are so precious 
that it is no wonder that that godly 
woman, Frances Ridley Havergal said: 
“These words are more golden than 
gold, put them on my tombstone!” 

“When I kept silence, my bones 
waxed old...” (Psa. 32:3).—When an 
honest confession is due, it ill becomes 
us to remain silent. “Confession is the 


first step to repentance” (Edmund Gay- 
ton). Old bones, the heavy hand of 
discipline, and dried up vitality con- 
stitute the threefold price one pays for 
refusing to confess! 


“If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
... to forgive...” (1 John 1:9) —The 
memory text for this lesson reveals the 
blessed results of a sincere confession. 
The Lord “is faithful and just to for- 
give us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.” 

The restoration of the joy of His 
salvation occurs, communion is re- 
sumed; and one is in the condition to 
teach transgressors His way, and see 
sinners converted to Him! 

“IT acknowledged my sin unto thee 

.’ (Psa. 32:5) —At long last the 


brokenhearted penitent casts himself’ 


without reserve upon the mercy of God, 
and tastes the calm of sins forgiven! 

Horatius Bonar, in one of his many 
poems, asks: 


Who can recall His pardon or His grace? 
Or who the broken chain of guilt replace? 


The answer, of course, is, “No one.” 
Divine forgiveness is irrevocable! 

In a Scottish town a doctor died 
leaving in his books certain accounts 
across which he had written in red 
ink: “Forgiven—too poor to pay!” His 
widow, finding these accounts unpaid, 
sued the debtors. The judge asked if 
the words in red ink were in her hus- 
band’s handwriting. “Yes,” said she. 
“Then,” said the judge, “there is not a 
court in the world that would uphold 
your claim since your husband, to 
whom the money was owing, has him- 
self written ‘Forgiven.’ ” 

“For this shall every one that is 
godly pray ...” (Psa. 32:6).—Someone 
might be tempted to say, “This is an 
isolated case. David, the writer of this 
Psalm (Rom. 4:6), was a man after 
God’s own heart, hence God dealt in 
this gracious manner with him.” But 
David himself would have us know 
that it is not exceptional—but God's 
common way for every godly person. 

The American Standard Version 
makes the thought clearer by rendering 
it: “For this let every one that is 
godly pray unto thee in a time when 
thou mayest be found.” 

“‘*Because of this,’ does not express 
the contents of the petitions, but their 
reason. The manifestation of God as 
infinitely ready to forgive should 
hearten to prayer” (A. McLaren). 


“ . . in the floods of great waters, 
they shall not come nigh unto him” 
(Psa. 32:6).—“Like Noah shut in his 
ark (Gen. 6); like Isaiah and the chil- 
dren God gave to him (Isa. 8:7, 8, 18); 
or as the Philadelphian overcomer (Rev. 
3:10-12); no floods of great waters can 
overwhelm the soul that has prayed 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God's 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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fn a time of finding.” (Harold St. 
John.) 

“Be ye not as the horse, or as the 
mule .” (Psa. 32:9).—“Else they 
will not come near unto thee” (A.S.V.). 
Bits, bridles and halters may be needed 
to bring obstinate animals to you; but 
a godly person is drawn to Christ by 
His constraining love. 


Wawona, CALIF. 





Say, Fellows,— 
By W. Wyeth Willard 


AY, fellows, did you know that 

King David was one of the worst 
sinners that ever lived? Yet he was 
also one of the greatest saints. Strange 
but true. King David was a Dr. 
Jekyll; he was also a Mr. Hyde— 
which means he was a good man, and 
he was also a bad man. This is true of 
all of us. 

David was guilty of murder: he con- 
spired to have Uriah the Hittite sent 
to the foremost of the battle in order 
that Uriah would be killed in action 
(see 2 Sam. 11:1 to 12:9). All this 
so that David might marry Uriah’s 
wife, Bathsheba, who had already lived 
with David as his wife. Not a very 
pretty picture of him who is called 
“the beloved of God.” Yet, it is a true 
picture, for the Bible records for us 
things as they are. 

Our lesson today involves confession 
of sin and forgiveness of sin. Now 
fellows, come up for air and take a 
breather, while you and I have a quiet 
little chat about these two questions: 
(1) What is sin? (2) What is for- 
giveness? 

First, what is sin? My dear old Sun- 
day school teacher gave her boys this 
definition of sin: “Sin is the disobedi- 
ence of God.” . 

What does this mean? 

Suppose you and your father are 
seated together in the front room of 
your comfortable home. Dear Dad is 
enjoying a quiet hour after his day’s 
toil at the office, and is reading the 
Sport’s page of the daily newspaper. 
He says to you, “Son, I’m very thirsty. 
Please go into the kitchen and bring 
me back a glass of ice water.” 

You, in obedience, go to the kitchen, 
open the refrigerator, see the ice water, 
and also a pitcher of orange juice. 
You say to yourself, “Guess I’ll sur- 
prise Dad with a glass of orange juice.” 
Thereupon, you fill up a glass, and 
take it to Dad. 

But he rejects your offering and says, 
“Son, I wanted water, not orange juice. 
I've been drinking orange juice all day, 
and I’m sick of it. Son, I’m sorry, but 


you haven’t done what I asked you to 
do.” 








Now fellows, there is nothing wrong 
with orange juice, particularly if it 
comes from Florifornia. But it was 
wrong, it was a sin (although a mild 
one), for the son to disobey his Dad. 

So also with God. Sin is not doing 
what God has told us to do. It is dis- 
obeying God. 

In this regard, all of us are sinners. 
We have not done what God has com- 
manded us to do. If Christians had 
carried out the great commission (Matt. 
28:19, 20) as Christ wished us to do, 
then today the church might be the 
greatest force on earth. But as a result 
of the sins of the Christians, Commu- 
nism is perhaps today the most powerful 
force in the world. The Commu- 
nists have literally carried out the com- 
mands of the Jew, Karl Marx, with 
greater zeal and sincerity than Chris- 
tians have carried out the commands 
of the Jew, Jesus Christ! So all Chris- 
tians are under the indictment of God: 
we have not done what God has com- 
manded us to do! We have sinned, 
and have fallen short (missed the 
mark). 

Second, what is forgiveness? 

Christians everywhere believe in the 
forgiveness of sins. All Catholics and 
Orthodox, and most Protestant churches 
use the Apostles’ Creed in their Sun- 
day services. The fourth phrase of the 
last sentence of this “universal” creed 
says: “I believe in .. . the forgiveness 
of sins.” How did this article get into 
the creed? Now I am guessing. I sup- 
pose that some of the early Christians 
did not believe in the forgiveness of 
sins. Even some of today’s Christians 
allow their sins to vex them, worry 
them, “dog” them, so that they develop 
“guilt complexes” and their faces look 
like the wreck of the Hesperus on a 
rainy day at Coney Island. Why? Be- 
cause these same Christians who say 
they believe the Bible “from cover to 
cover” actually do not believe much 
that the Bible teaches, including the 
doctrine of the forgiveness of sins. 

But David did believe that God had 
forgiven him even his vilest of sins. 
“I acknowledged my sin unto thee, 
and mine iniquity have I not hid. I 
said, I will confess my transgressions 
unto the Lord; and thou forgavest the 
iniquity of my sin” (Psa. 32:5). 

Now sin causes, as a fellow would 
say, a big stink. Who likes the com- 
pany of a lad who reeks with the es- 
sence of skunk? i 

David realized what a foul odor his 
sins had created in all the land, and 
in the sight of God. And he cried unto 
the Lord, “Purge me with hyssop, and 
I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall 
be whiter than snow” (Psa. 51:7). 

And what does God do with our 
sins? (1) He removes them from us. 
“As far as the east is from the west, 
so far hath he removed our trans- 


gressions from us” (Psa. 103:12). Say, 
fellows, how far is_ that? (2) He 
remembers them no more. “I will for- 


give their iniquity, and I will remem- 
ber their sin no more” (Jer. 31:34). 
(3) He puts them behind His back. 
“For thou hast cast all my sins be- 
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hind thy back” (Isa. 38:17). (4) He 
casts them into the depth of the sea. 
“Thou wilt cast all their sins into the 
depths of the sea” (Mic. 7:19). (5) 
He blots them out as a thick cloud. 
“TI have blotted out, as a thick cloud, 
thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy 
sins” (Isa. 44:22). 

In John Bunyan’s immortal “Pilgrim’s 
Progress,” the hero of the book sets 
out to find the Eternal City. But as 
he leaves his home, he carries a great 
burden upon his back, which bogs him 
down and makes him weary and un- 
happy. But on a hill he sees a cross. 
When he reaches the foot of the cross, 
his burden rolls away. The Pilgrim 
was carrying the burden of sins unfor- 
given—but now gone forever through 
the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. 


At the cross, at the cross 

Where I first saw the light, 

And the burden of my heart rolled away, 

It was there by faith 

I received my sight, 

And now I am happy all the day! 

—Isaac Watts 

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” 


(1 John 1:9). 
WALTHAM, Mass. 





My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


IODAY we read Psalm 32. Here is 

a little story to illustrate our les- 
son: A Chinese woman took a bundle 
of dirty clothes to the river to wash. 
When she got there and saw the other 
women working on their clothes, she 
realized that the clothes she had 
brought were unusually dirty. She was 
ashamed to spread them out in the 
sight of the other women. Finally she 
decided to try to wash them without 
doing this. She plunged the whole 
bundle into the water again and again. 
At last she went home with her wet 
bundle. When she spread the clothes 
out to dry, she was dismayed to see 
that they were no cleaner than before 
she tried to wash them! 

Many Christians fail in their Chris- 
tian lives because they will not bring 
out their soiled garments one by one, 
and get them made clean. Instead of 
confessing each sin to the Lord, they 
keep them all bundled together, saying 
something like this, “Lord, please for- 
give everything wrong I have done.” 
This is not confessing our sins. 1 John 
1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness.” 

David knew the blessedness of hav- 
ing his sins forgiven. Most of his life 
he followed the Lord so wholeheartedly 
that God called him “a man after mine 
own heart” (Acts 13:22). But David 
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was not perfect, and one time he did 
something very displeasing to the Lord. 
Because David had a new nature, he 
repented deeply, confessing this sin to 
the Lord. After that, he received for- 
giveness. 

Verse 2 reminds us of the blessed- 
ness of being God’s child. Sometimes 
we wonder why unsaved people can do 
wrong things, and seem to get away 
with it. This is because God imputes 
iniquity to them. They have what 
might be called “a charge account” 
with God. He keeps a record of every 
sin committed, and they will be pun- 
ished in hell for every one. They will 
realize then that they never got away 
with a single sin. 

The Lord does not keep “a charge 
account” with His children. Our Sav- 
iour bore our sins in His own body on 
the tree. For this reason, when we 
confess our sins, God is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
But this blessed fact should not make 
us careless about sinning. The more 
we love the Lord, the more we will 
hate sin, because it was sin that caused 
Jesus to suffer and to die on the cross. 

If we get careless about sinning and 
do not feel sorry when we sin, nor 
confess our sins to God, our Heavenly 
Father will chasten us. A good earthly 
father will not allow his child to go on 
doing wrong unchecked. God is ab- 
solutely holy, and He cannot allow His 
children to go on in sin. So if we sin, 
let us quickly confess that sin to God 
our Father, telling Him exactly what 
we have done, and asking Him to keep 
us from committing the same sin again. 
If we confess every sin, we will be 
forgiven, and cleansed from our un- 
righteousness, and we can go on again 
in the Christian life singing, “The Fa- 
ther’s face of radiant grace shines now 
in light on me!” 

Psalm 32 tells us that after David 
confessed his sin and got right with 
the Lord, he found a hiding place in 
Him, God protected him, instructed 
him, and guided him. 

Notice the word to us in verse 9. 
Here we are warned against two kinds 
of sins. We sometimes gallop ahead 
like a horse, without waiting for God’s 
guidance. If we do this, we will surely 
find that we have done something we 
should not have done. And we will 
need to confess this to the Lord, asking 
Him to help us wait next time for His 
guidance. 

Again, we may be like mules, stub- 
bornly refusing to do something God 
wants us to do. If so, we should con- 
fess this sin to God, and ask Him to 
work in our hearts to will and to 
do what He wishes. 

Verse 10 reminds us of the contrast 
we noticed last Sunday in Psalm 1 
between the Lords way and the way 
of the wicked. 

Psalm 32 begins with the blessed- 
ness of sins forgiven, and ends with 
the cleansed heart full of joy. If we 
are not full of joy this morning, let us 
ask the Lord to show us what is wrong. 
He may remind us of some unconfessed 


sin that hinders the work of the Holy 
Spirit in our hearts. 

Before the bell rings, let us review 
the first five questions and answers on 
the card we are learning this quarter, 
“God the Holy Spirit.” 

Note to Teachers: The Scripture Catechism 
Card that we are learning this quarter may be 


ordered from V. Gunderson, Ferndale, 
Wash.; 25 cents a dozen, postpaid. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 








For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


When We Do Wrong 
(Luke 15:11-24) 

SE Psalm 1 as planned in the last 

lesson. Who will draw a picture 
of what a good boy or girl is like as 
the Psalm-writer pictured it? (v. 3.) 
Who will draw a picture of what a 
juvenile delinquent is like? (v. 4.) 
Can you remember what kind of build- 
ing the Lord Jesus says a boy or girl 
is like who hears what the Lord says 
and does it? No, don’t tell us! Go to 
the blackboard and draw it while the 
rest of us look to see if you are right 
(Matt. 7:24). Who will draw the pic- 
ture of a boy or girl who will not do 
what the Lord says? (vv. 26, 27.) 

It is something like this. (Draw on 
the blackboard two roads, near together 
at first, then curving away in different 
directions. Possibly the previous draw- 
ings are so located that the roads can 
run by the first set and end at the last 
set.) Is it possible to cross from one 
road to the other? Yes, there is a 
crossroad. And it has a cross on it. 
(Draw connecting road with a cross.) 

The Lord told a story about a boy 
traveling on the road to trouble, though 
he little guessed it when he started 
out having his own way. Ronald, read 
us about him (Luke 15:11-13. With 
colored chalk draw his route for a 
little way on the road of the juvenile 
delinquent.) Sally, read us about his 
being no better than chaff blown around 
in the wind (vv. 14-16. Continue his 
route.) Has he got so far he can’t go 
back and cross over? George, read 
verses 17-19. Does he really do it? 
Ann, verses 19-21. (Trace route back 
to crossroad.) Now, everybody, look 
very carefully. What are the “magic” 
words that got him across? (vv. 18, 
21. “I have sinned.” Continue route 
onto other road.) It isn’t fair, is it, 
for a boy as bad as he to get across 
free? He ought to be punished first! 
Of course! That is why we drew 4 
cross on that crosscut! Someone else 
got punished for him instead. Can 
you explain? The father in the story 
pictures God. Was He glad to have the 
bad boy get onto the right road? Dean, 
read verses 22-24. 

Even the best people slip over onto 
the wrong road! King David loved the 
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Lord and wrote many psalms of praise: 
“The Lord is my shepherd”; “The earth 
is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof.” 
One night King David saw a beautiful 
woman. He took her for his wife. 
Never mind that she was already mar- 
ried! Her husband was in the army 
and it was easy to dispose of him; 
David wrote a letter to the general to 
put him in the front line and be sure 
he got killed by the enemy. That was 
all right, wasn’t it? How easy it is to 
make ourselves think that what we 
want to do is all right! David in his 
heart knew it was not all right; and 
did his conscience make him sick! Per- 
haps you know how he felt! See how 
he told it afterward in a Psalm to help 
others (32:3-5). Can you find the words 
that got David back onto the right 
road again? Then how did David feel? 
(v. 1.) Another Psalm gives his prayer. 
Listen! (Read 51:1-3, 7-11, 14, 17.) 

Now, do you know how to get your- 
self off the wrong road? We often 
have to confess to someone besides 
God, like the boy in the story did to 
his dad. “Forgive us our sins; for we 
also forgive every one that is indebted 
to us. And lead us not into temptation” 
(Luke 11:4, Memory Verse). David also 
shows us how to keep ourselves on the 
right road. Girls, read Psalm 19:7-11; 
boys, verses 12-14. 


OroNO, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


AS there ever a time when you 

were not speaking to one of your 
playmates? Maybe you were unhappy 
because he had shoved you at recess 
time. Or maybe someone had always 
wanted to be “it” at game time and 
you thought it was your turn to be 
“it.” Maybe someone did not like it 
because you had a better football than 
he had. Whatever it was makes no 
difference. But do you remember the 
feeling you had way down deep in- 
side when you and your friend were 
not speaking to each other? 

What changed it all? What helped 
you and your friend to forget your 
disagreement? What made it possible 
for you to enjoy being together again? 
You had to go to each other and tell 
each other you were sorry. Or per- 
haps you did not say you were sorry, 
but by being very, very kind to each 
other you showed you were sorry. And 
before very long you both forgot what 
had happened and everything was fine 
again. 

So it is with God. When we live to 
Please Him, when we seek to live as 
He wants us to live, we are happy in 


happy at home. We are happy at 
school. But if we do things that dis- 
please God, we do not want to talk 
with Him just as we did not want to 
taik with our playmates. We do not 
want to read His Word. We are cranky 
at home. We do not like school. Noth- 
ing seems right anywhere. Not until 
we tell God we are sorry (and we 
must really tell Him we are sorry), 
not until we turn our backs on the 
things that have displeased Him can 
we have the joy that He loves to 
give to His children. When we are 
truly sorry for our sins, the Lord truly 
loves to forgive us. 

In the long, long ago David, who 
wrote many of our Psalms, sinned 
dreadfully. Oh, how miserable he felt! 
For a whole year, day and night, he 
was miserable. He hated himself. Then 
one day he was truly sorry for his sin. 
He asked others to forgive him. He 
asked God to forgive him. Because 
God truly loved him, because he truly 
was sorry for his sin, God forgave him. 
Joyfully then he wrote “Blessed 
[happy] is he whose transgression is 
forgiven, whose sin is covered” (Psa. 
32:1). Transgression means breaking 
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INFORMATIVE BOOKS by Dr. Clyde M. Narramore 


Add a touch of “LIFE” 
, to your everyday living...Read 






Paper, $1.75. 


THIS WAY TO HAPPINESS 
Psychology for Living. 
“happiness” guidebook is filled with answers to your 
questions on How to Handle Fear, The Guilt Complex, 
Belonging, Economic Security, Success, etc. 192 Pages. 
Cloth, $2.95; Paper, $1.95. 


YOUNG ONLY ONCE 


Secrets of Fun and Success for young people, Chapters 


Getting Along with Your Family, etc, 192 Pages, illus- ig 





Each chapter of this inspiring 














dealing with Your Eduation, Your Life's Work, Dating, 


trated. Cloth $2.95; Paper, $2.00. 


LIFE AND LOVE 

A Christian View of Sex. Over 30,000 in print! Answers 
all important questions such as: How Can | Rate on a Date? 
What Is Important in Marriage? What Does the Bible Say 


and Not Say About Sex? and many others. Cloth, $2.50; 








THE PSYCHOLOGY OF COUNSELING 


Professional Techniques for Pastors, Teachers, Youth Leaders, and All 
Who Are Engaged in the Incomparable Art of Counseling. 33 IIlumi- 
nating chapters provide professional and lay counselors with the 








our Christian life. We want to read 
our Bibles. We want to pray. We are | 
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HOW TO TELL 

YOUR CHILDREN 
ABOUT SEX 

A vital sex education manual 
for parents and teachers for 
children: from infancy to adolescence. 
Deals with such subjects as: The Meaning 
of Sex, The New Baby Brother or Sister, 
Experimentation, Masturbation and many 
others. Illustrated. Paper, square back, 
$1.50; Cloth, $2.00. 





most usable concepts of counseling ever available, $3.95. 











HOW TO UNDERSTAND 
AND INFLUENCE 
CHILDREN 

Practical, usable counsel on 
growth and development fac- 


tors, techniques of teaching, practical 
ways of influencing children for Christ and 
other important subjects. Delightful illuse 
trations. Cloth, $2.00; Paper, $1.50, 
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loose or tearing away. This was what 
David had done when he had sinned. 
He willfully had done what he knew 
he should not have done. He broke 
loose, he tore away from God. 

The word sin means “doing what is 
not pleasing to God.” But when David 
asked for forgiveness, God covered over 
that sin. David did not deny he had 
sinned. David did not try to hide his 
sin. David did not try to excuse his 
sin. He had sinned. His fellowship 
with God had been broken. His hap- 
piness was gone. But when he was 
truly sorry for what he had done, 
God forgave him and then he could 
say he was happy. 

Here in this jar I have some plain 
water. This bottle is marked poison. 
It has iodine in it. This represents 
sin. I am going to put some of this 
iodine (sin) into the jar of water that 
will represent you. You have sin in 
your heart. All of us have sin in 
our hearts. This jar with the red cross 
represents the Lord Jesus. It has some 
white crystals in it (hyposulphite soda 
—purchased at the drug store). When 
we receive the Lord Jesus, He cleanses 
our hearts (pour some crystals in the 
first jar). After we have received 
Him, there will be times when we will 
sin (drop some more iodine into the 
first. jar). The precious blood of the 
Lord Jesus keeps right on cleansing 
our sin. (1 John 1:7). When we are 
truly sorry for our sin, when we prom- 
ise that with His help we will never 
again do that sin, He forgives us and 
gives us His happiness (1 John 1:9). 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 


department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, he Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1961 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Only the Guilty Need Forgiveness.— 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness 
(1 John 1:9, Golden Text). The story 
is told of an Italian duke who went on 
board a galley ship. As he passed the 
crew of slaves he asked several what 
their offenses were. Every one laid 
the blame on someone else, saying his 
brother was to blame, or the judge was 
bribed. One sturdy young fellow said: 
“My lord, I am justly in here. I wanted 
money and I stole it. No one is to 
blame but myself.” The duke on hear- 
ing this seized him by the shoulder, 
saying, “You rogue! What are you do- 
ing here among so many honest men? 
Get you out of their company!” The 
young fellow was then set at liberty, 
while the rest were left to tug at the 
oars.—From C. H. Spurgeon. Sent by 
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the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 
Prize illustration. 


No Double Jeopardy.—Blessed is he 
whose transgression is forgiven, whose 
sin is covered (Psa. 32:1). There is in 
human jurisprudence that which is 
known as double jeopardy. We heard 
a great deal about double jeopardy 
during the time that the 18th Amend- 
ment was in effect. We have a rule 
that a man cannot be held twice for the 
same transgression. The State, for in- 
stance, cannot ask of him a penalty, 
and the Federal Government ask an- 
other for the same transgression. This 
same principle is in effect in divine 
jurisprudence. God can never hold us 
in double jeopardy. He cannot ask for 
a second payment for the same trans- 
gression. The Bible declares that He 
placed all of our sins upon Christ and 
Christ paid the penalty for all of them. 
Therefore, there is offered to us for- 
giveness for all of our sins. To those 
that receive that forgiveness there can 
be no further penalty for sin—From 
Erling C. Olsen. Sent by Robin Maxson, 
Ventura, Calif. 


Of Tide and Conscience—When I 
kept silence, my bones waxed old 
through my roaring all the day long 
(Psa. 32:3). In his great tale of con- 
science, “Toilers of the Sea,” Victor 
Hugo says, “You can no more keep 
thought from returning to past trans- 
gression than keep the sea from re- 
turning to the shore after it has gone 
out. In the sea we call it the tide; 
but the guilty man calls it conscience. 
Conscience heaves the soul as the tide 
does the ocean.”—From Clarence E. 
Macartney. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Blue Springs, Nebr. 


Hiding the Dirt.—I acknowledged my 
sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have 
I not hid (Psa. 32:5). A woman with 
a bundle of dirty washing had taken it 
to the riverside with the purpose of 
washing it. But she was ashamed to 
open it for fear someone would see 
how dirty it was; so she just plunged 
the whole bundle into the water, jogged 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 821) 


1. David repented and confessed his 
sin to God. Apparently Solomon did 
not. 


2. “Transgression” and “iniquity” 
(Psa. 32:1, 2). 

3. The conviction of sin. 

4. To God. 


5. Yes, sometimes to our fellow men 
(Jas. 5:16). 

6. The cause. 

7. Esau (the consequence) and the 
prodigal son (the cause) (or the peni- 
tent thief on the cross). 

8. Because of the substitutionary 
sacrifice of Christ on the cross. 

9. The harsh pressure of circum- 
stances. 

10. By His eye (Psa. 32:8). 

WEsT PALM BEACH, FLA. 


it up and down several times, and then 


went home with it. A lot of people are 
like that foolish woman. They have 
many sins that need to be cleansed, 
but they are not willing to bring them 
out and confess them one by one. 
They just say, “Lord, I am a sinner, 
forgive me.” So they cover up all 
their sins, their thefts, their lies, their 
jealousies, and their hatred. But they 
have to be brought out and confessed, 
and only then can they be cleansed. 
From China’s Millions. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Only a Sinner.—I said, I will confess 
my transgressions unto the Lord; and 
thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin 
(Psa. 32:5). When Copernicus, the great 
astronomer, whose studies revolution- 
ized the thought of mankind about 
the universe, lay dying, his book which 
had just been printed, “The Revolution 
of the Heavenly Bodies,” was laid in 
his arms. Yet this great intellect who 
told the number of the stars and pro- 
nounced the laws of the universe, in 
the presence of God, saw himself, not 
as a scholar or astronomer, but only 
as a sinner. On his grave today at 
Frauenberg you can read the words he 
chose for his epitaph: “I do not seek 
a kindness equal to that given Paul, 
nor do I ask the grace granted to Peter. 
But that forgiveness which thou didst 
grant to the robber—that earnestly I 
crave.” That is the forgiveness we all 
must seek—From Dr. C. Macartney. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Sadly off the Track.—I will instruct 
thee and teach thee in the way which 
thou shalt go ... (Psa. 32:8). A man 
at Rincon once said to a minister of 
my acquaintance as they stood by the 
Rio Grande River: “There is an engine 
buried out there! The trestle broke 
on one side and tipped it into the 
river.” “Didn’t they try to save it?” 
“Yes, they put down long iron bars, 
and the last I knew it was sixteen 
feet below the bottom of the river, 
sixteen feet deep in the mud, and still 
going down.” The fine mechanism of 
the engine did not save it, no matter 
how polished or in how fine condition. 
None of these things were of avail to 
it when mastered by mud. It was built 
for a great work, but to do it the 
engine must remain on the track. So 
man to succeed and do his work must 
remain on the track of God’s law. 
When he leaves the track of that moral- 
ity for the mire of sin and vice and 
intemperance and all transgression, he 
is like the engine at Rincon—mastered 
by mud. No matter how fine his genius 
or talents or disposition or tempera- 
ment—none of these avail if he has 
allowed himself to be mastered by mud. 
The grandest fire of genius in the world 


- soon burns out in the acrid flame of 


vice and sin. But Christ can place the 
human engine again upon the track of 
obedience to the holy will of God. He 
can lift from the mire and the pit. 
He can save even the soul that has 
been mastered by the mud of sin— 
From High School Christian. Sent by 
Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 
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The Gladness of True Religion.—Be 
glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye right- 
eous: and shout for joy, all ye that 
are upright in heart (Psa. 32:11). 
When the great Revival of 1859 was 
Sweeping through the North of Ireland, 
among those who were converted was 
a man named Conner. Mr. Conner 
had always seemed to those who knew 
him to be an upright man. He was 
well respected in the district, but he 
was a gloomy sort of man, even the 
children noticed it. After he was con- 
verted, a great change was noticed in 
his behavior. He became a happy man, 
and the children who used to be afraid 
to speak to him now ran to meet him. 
One day his clergyman, who was not 
too much in favor of the revival, said 
to him, “It’s all right for the drunkards 
and the wicked folk to tell how they 
have been converted, but you, now, 
you’ve been an upright man. I must 
Say I don’t like to see folk too noisy 
over their religion.” “Well, sir,” re- 
plied Mr. Conner, “I had nothing to be 
happy about before. It’s true, I tried 
to be an upright kind of man, but it 
was Tom Conner who was doing it all, 
and a sorry kind of business I found 
it to be; it was my righteousness, I 
was showing off. But when the Lord 
in His great mercy opened my eyes to 
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and offered 
me His righteousness, I sure was glad 
to throw away my filthy rags and ac- 


what a hypocrite I was, 


cept His provision, praise His holy 
name. I’m the happiest man in all 
Ireland, where before I was the most 
‘miserable. And I want to tell you, sir, 
if you will pardon my plain speech, 
religion that doesn’t make folk happy 
has something wrong with it.”—From 
stories told me in childhood in Ireland. 
Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, Scarborough, 
Ont., Can. 


ve 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
(Continued from page 814) 
or loss because of loyalty to Christ. 
But nothing that we suffer for Him 
will be comparable to the satisfaction 


and reward that will be ours if we are 
obedient and faithful. 


ye 





There may be times also of seeming | 


setbacks or defeats or losses in school, 
or at the office, or in the shop, even 
when we have not consciously been 
disobedient or willful. God sometimes 
needs to teach us lessons of humility, 
or trust, or direction. Our part is to 
trust Him who loves us and who never 
makes a mistake. We are to lay the 
whole matter before Him in prayer 
and patiently and 
await His working in our behalf, as- 
sured that He will “bring forth thy 
righteousness as the light, and thy judg- 
ment as the noonday,” if we will com- 


mit our way to Him and trust in Him | 


(Psa. 37:5, 6). 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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European Christian Fellowship 


Tour 


HE popularity of Christian Fellow- 
ship Tours demands one to Europe 
for the spring of 1961. An unusually 
attractive European tour has been ar- 
ranged, leaving New York on the SS. 
Liberte, of the French Line, on May 
11th and returning to New York on the 
same ship forty-nine days later. The 
tour includes visits to England, Bel- 
gium, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, 
Italy, and France. Comprehensive 
sightseeing tours are included in many 
historic cities in all of these countries. 
The tour party is limited to thirty- 
two. It is therefore necessary to reg- , 
ister early to insure accommodation. 
An informative, illustrated itinerary is 
available to those who have interest in 
this travel vacation of a lifetime. The 
tour has been arranged through the 
Travel Bureau of the Philadelphia Na- 
tional Bank. Send your request for the 
itinerary to the tour director, Harry 
J. Jaeger, The Sunday School Times Co., 


325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. | 
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CO LL EG e Annuity offers you 


assured and steady income as long as 
you live and enables you to establish a 
memorial scholarship in your name. Thus 
you give an undying gift to unborn gen- 
erations, a towering memorial to the dig- 
nity and worth of your own life. 

A Hope College Annuity gives you a 
larger income than most safe investments 
and a big reduction in income tax. Your 
Annuity income is largely tax exempt. 


Centennial Goals 
Expanded Plant—Increased Endowment! 
As Hope College approaches its centen- 
nial celebration it is rededicated to train- 
ing more young people for Christian 
leadership. 672 ordained ministers and 
170 missionaries are numbered among its 
graduates. 30 eminent educators picked it 
as one of the 10 leading coeducational 
colleges in the United States. 

Your Annuity investment will further 
the work of spreading the Kingdom and 
will bring you heartwarming satisfaction 
as well as a saving of expense, worry and 
possible investment loss. 


LET YOUR WILL 
DO YOUR WILL 


Make sure now 
that your estate 
will serve the 
ends you desire— 
remember Hope 
College in your 
Will. 
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HOPE COLLEGE 
Dept. T, Holland, Michigan 


Please send me booklet giving free particulars 
on Annuities and the correct wording of Wills, 


COUPON 
TODAY 


Name. 








Address. 


City, Zone State. 
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Dr. Boppell Called Home 
(Continued from page 819) 


Dr. Boppell held pastorates in Virginia, 
Washington, and Idaho before going to 
Seattle. He retired in 1942. 

Dr. Boppell was intensely interested in 
encouraging Christians to read the Bible 
systematically and consistently, and his 
program for Bible mastery spread 
eventually to seventeen denominations 
throughout the world. Among _ the 
many articles and poems that he wrote 
for THE SuNDAY SCHOOL TIMES, two on 
this subject have appeared, including 
“Reading Your Bible Through in a 
Year” and “Bible Mastery Month.” 
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Heaven and Hell on Earth? 
(Continued from page 816) 


ing of the Word, is especially conscious 
of the Lord’s presence and blessing is 
enjoying a foretaste of Heaven. How- 
ever, such foretastes are so limited and 
incomplete in comparison to the in- 
finite joy and blessing that we shall 
experience in the actual presence of 
the Lord that they are scarcely worthy 
of comparison. 

Just so, separation from God in this 
life cannot be compared to the terrible 
experience of being eternally separated 
from God and from all that is good 
and pure and holy in the next life, if 
we have failed to accept Christ as our 
Saviour here and now. The Lord Jesus’ 
description of that state was, “Where 
their worm dieth not, and the fire is 
not quenched” (Mark 9:44), and tor- 
ment (Luke 16:24). 

We have the Lord’s own words that 
tell us that Heaven is a real place and 
not merely an experience that begins 
here on earth. He said, “In my Father’s 
house are many mansions [abiding 
places]; if it were not so, I would have 
told you. I go to prepare a place for 
you. And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and re- 
ceive you unto myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also” (John 14: 
2, 3). He did not go to prepare an 
experience for us, neither will He come 
to receive us to an experience, but 
to an abiding place where we will be 
with Him forever (1 Thess. 4:17). 

The “new heaven and new earth” of 
which John speaks in Revelation 21:1 
will be very real and not merely an 
experience after salvation. It will fol- 
low the millennial reign of the Lord 
Jesus and the great white throne judg- 
ment of the wicked dead, and will 
usher in the eternal state of the re- 
deemed. 


w 


Friendship-love, as a love that is un- 
selfish, uncraving, ever outgoing, and 
ever on-going, is in its very nature 
divine love. It is such a love as God 
gives, and as man ought to give to God. 
It is such a love as man should give to 
his fellow man for God’s sake—Henry 
Clay Trumbull. 
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Worship : 








By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


October 31 to November 6 


Mon.—Numbers 14:13-20. 
Intercession for Forgiveness. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Pardon, I be- 
seech thee, the iniquity of this people 
according unto the greatness of thy 
mercy, and as thou hast forgiven this 
people, from Egypt even until now.” 
Intercessors who have power with God 
are the greatest need of the times. 
Moses, by his intercession for Israel, 
obtained mercy. Jesus, our blessed Re- 
deemer, and mediator in Heaven, ever 
liveth to intercede for us. His own 
redeeming love, His precious blood, He 
pleads. “The Father hears Him pray, 
His dear anointed One, He cannot turn 
away the presence of His Son” (Charles 
Wesley). Always, for yourself and 
others, come to God by Him. Through 
Him there is forgiveness. Every bless- 
ing from God must come to us through 
His mediation. Pray in His name. 
Base your prayer on the ground of 
His atonement by which He obtained 
a name above every name. Every knee 
shall bow and confess that Jesus Christ 
is God to the glory of God the Father. 
Pray for more interest in the salvation 
of souls, and revival in churches. 


Tues.—Ezra 9:10-15. National Confession. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Behold, we are 
before thee in our trespasses: for we 
cannot stand before thee because of 
this.” Ezra’s confession should be 
studied carefully. God’s people have 
mostly lost their separated position, 
and have fallen from their original 
God-fearing status. Few of God’s 
professed people are alarmed over 
spreading evils. Let all Christians be 
exercised in prayer for the nation. We 
must turn to God in prayer or we 
shall have reason for a great scare. 
Pray for the Great Commission Prayer 
League’s “Prayer for Government” ef- 
fort. 


Wed.—Luke 23:32-43. 
Forgiveness at the Cross. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Lord, remem- 
ber me when thou comest into thy 
kingdom.” The miracle of spiritual il- 
lumination caused prayer to rise from 
the lips of the penitent thief. He recog- 
nized Christ as Messiah. His plea for 
pardon was due to God’s revelation to 
him of the atoning death of the Son 
of God. The grace of God saved him 
in a moment. “Hallelujah! What a 
Saviour!” What a Salvation! Pray for 
the Presbyterian Churches in_ the 
United States. 


Thurs.—1 John 15 to 2:2. 
Forgiveness Assured, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to for. 
give us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.” ‘God’s Word 
reminds us that with Him there is for. 
giveness that He may be feared (Psa, 
130:4). Who can forgive sins but God 
only? We must draw nigh to God 
through the beloved Son. “Through 
this man is preached unto you the for- 
giveness of sins” (Acts 13:38). For 
pardon go to Jesus. None but Jesus 
can do helpless sinners good. In His 
name, through faith in His name our 


sins must be forgiven and mercies 
granted. Rely more upon His name, 
Christian! Do all you do in His name. 


Pray for the Methodist Churches in 
North America. 


Fri—Psalm 51:1-12. 


A Prayer of Confession. - 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Have mercy 
upon me, O God, according to thy loy- 
ingkindness: according unto the mul- 
titude of thy tender mercies blot out 
my transgressions.” It is more wicked 
for a believer to sin than for anyone 
else because he has more heavenly 
light. To whom much is given, much 
shall be required. Sins against light 
and knowledge are more terrible than 
other evil deeds. “And that servant, 
which knew His lord’s will, and pre- 
pared not himself, neither did accord- 
ing to his will, shall be beaten with 
many stripes” (Luke 12:47). David's 
great confession was due to his reali- 
zation of the terribleness of his sin in 
the sight of God. Peter’s tears were 
more bitter than those of the publican. 
Shame and anguish befit backsliding. 
Pray for troubled Africa. 


Sat.—Psalm 32. 
The Blessedness of Forgiveness. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Blessed is he 
whose transgression is forgiven.” The 
word “blessed” means “O the blessed- 
ness” of those whose sins are forgiven. 
Those who seek forgiveness have many 
kinds of happiness: cleansing, mending 
of the “broken bones,” the unveiling of 
His face, restoration of joy and glad- 
ness, ability to teach sinners God’s 
ways and to get many converted (Psa. 
51). Have you these precious tokens 
of divine favor? Pray for the Baptist 
Churches in North America. 


Sun.—Luke 7:40-50. 
Gratitude for Forgiveness. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “To whom little 
is forgiven, the same loveth little.” 
Gratitude of a forgiven creditor is used 
by our Lord to illustrate the: state of 
thankfulness felt by one forgiven at 
repentance by the Lord Jesus. For- 
given much, she loved much. Measure 
your gratitude to the Lord for salvation 
by your devotion to-the Lord’s service. 
Measure your sins by the sin of Adam. 
Our generation has almost lost sorroW 
for sin. Possibly we have never really 
sensed the meaning of Christ’s word 
“perish” (John 3:16). Pray for the 
Episcopal Churches of North America. 
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